DIGITAL OFFERINGS

RITUALIZING DATA
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Yanaka Cemetery, Yanasen

MIRRORS & BUBBLES: Matches/Mismatches between Urban Spaces & Digital Technologies
Harvard GSD / Meiji University
Group C: Tamaki Inahata, David Tang, Kiran Wattamwar, & Evan Shieh
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SITE OBSERVATIONS

Over-Growth Over-Packing Over-Flow



DECEASED DIGITAL vs. PHYSICAL IDENTITY
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It hailed a little today and | thought....__that is tap dancing in
heaven. Happy Birthday we miss you so much.
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Wish you were here to
celebrate your Birthday
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HOW DOES DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY BECOME a SPIRITUAL MEDIUM?
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PRESENT

1.
Get a sotoba

x@ -

2.
Visit the site

STAGES of FUNERARY RITUALS

3.

Clean, remove old
flowers and pour
water

4.

Present offerings
(flowers, sotoba,
incense)

g

5.
Remember the
deceased, pray, bow



HISTORICAL EVOLUTION of SOTOBA
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DESIGN PROVOCATION

Japanese funerary traditions have transformed between different
forms, all still coexisting in the space, but there is a disconnect between

the digital identity of a person and their physical state after a funeral.

How can we remember and honor the deceased, and how can we patch

the disconnect between the digital and physical realms?



TRANSFORMING the DIGITAL into the PHYSICAL

Storing Data in a Living Plant
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RITUALIZING DATA

1 2 3

RAW DIGITAL DATA PHYSICAL PLANT DIGITAL SCANNING

Digital memories §i§:°:i§ {@_@7 A seed embedded

Plant DNA is
are selected to N o _ with digital data in scanned to
present as Digital data is inserted into plant DNA. its DNA is ritually retrieve memories
offerings. planted. as visitors return.
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INPUT TRANSFORMATION PHYSICAL REALIZATION OUTPUT



NEW

1.
Get a memory seed

NEW STAGES of FUNERARY DIGITAL RITUAL

2.
Visit the site

Clean weeds,
tend to garden
and tree

Present offerings

(new seed, sotoba,

incense)

SF

5.
Scan old memories,
pray, bow



EVOLUTION of the RITUAL
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1. 2, 3.

Get a sotoba Visit the site Clean, remove old
flowers and pour
water

NEW

1. 2. D

Get a memory seed Visit the site Clean weeds,
tend to garden
and tree

Present offerings
(flowers, sotoba,
incense)

Present offerings
(new seed, sotoba,
incense)

S

D
Remember the
deceased, pray, bow

SF

5.
Scan old memories,
pray, bow



NEW TYPOLOGIES of GRAVES

EXISTING NEW
GRAVE TREE BURIAL

biometric data transforms into a tree seed

EXISTING NEW
SOTOBA DIGITAL OFFERING
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digital data transforms into a plant seed



SITE SPECIFIC NATURE

Trees Rooted withing 2km of Yanaka Cemetery

Camphor tree Zelkova

Castanopsis sieboldii Platanus Bodyje Sakura



SITE SPECIFIC NATURE

Flowers Compatible with Japanese Grave

Pansy Lycoris radiata Lilium Celosia argentea

Chrysanthemum Cosmos Winter Cherry Japanese bellflower



Z g, \ SITE PLAN

Tenno-ji Temple
Cemetery

Kanen-ji Temple
Cemetery 1

\ Tomb of
Yoshinobu
Tokugawa

Public tomb

New private tomb

o m

Old private tomb rows

Phase Three



RELATIONSHIP with NATURE

(1) No Landscape (2) Manicured Landscape (3) Overgrown (4) Natural Landscape
Landscape



EVOLUTION over TIME

Coexistence of Return to Nature

Current State

Both Forms












EVOLUTION over TIME




TAXONOMY of GRAVE TYPES
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[DEMO]:

DIGITAL OFFERING



APPENDIX



How does Digital Technology become a
Spiritual Medium?




Historical Evolution of the Sotoba Typology
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SPIRITUALIZING the DATA

Ritual
DATA INPUT * * SENSORY OUTPUT



The Traditional
Tombstone

UNIT AGGREGATION

Unit Framework

Evolution over Time
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Unit Aggregation Over
Time

A
D ‘ | —

A N
y‘/// ZIN J 1

' '\A\\»
PSS N\

Atk

{

)

Digital Amplification of
the Public Persona



AMPLIFYING the PUBLIC/PRIVATE TENSION

THE MIRROR
Amplifying the Caricature
of the Public Tombstone

THE BUBBLE
Concealing the Privacy of
the Personal Tombstone




AMPLIFYING the PUBLIC/PRIVATE TENSION

external output external input

interior
output

Private



Private Space-
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Private Space
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TIME VARIATION



